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RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


October  k,  1957 
Letter  No.  7^9 


There  is,  naturally,  much  concern  here  about  the  hog  situation    of  the  future. 
Kog  prices  this  summer  vent  up  to  about  double  what  they  were  a  year  and  a  half 
before.    These  higher  hog  prices  together  with  the  very  large  feed  harvests  this 
year  can  lead  hog  growers  into  marketing  trouble  ahead.    Our  AMS  economists  say 
this  situation  makes  increased  hog  production  in  '58  highly  probable.    That's  why 
we  are  sending  you  their  special  report  with  this  letter.    The  report  gives  the 
important  details.    They  intend  it  to  help  you  and  your  farmers  assess  the  price 
outlook  for  hogs  for  the  coming  year.    They  hope  it  will  serve  as  a  guide  to  hog 
growers  in  making  their  production  and  marketing  plans.    As  you  look  it  over,  you  11 
see  it  also  has  some  suggestions  on  the  long-time  outlook.    The  specialists  think 
it  would  pay  farmers,  marketers,  and  distributors  to  give  more  attention  to  the 
kind  of  pork  cuts  and  products,  especially  fresh  pork,  they  produce  and  sell. 


'Operation  Bootstrap1  Gains  Leverage 

In  the  short  time  the  Rural  Development  Program  has  been  operating,  it  has 
provided  conclusive  evidence  that  rural  counties  and  trade  areas  can  "pull  them- 
selves up  by  their  bootstraps."    Sec'y  Benson  made  that  statement  in  his  second 
annual  report  to  the  President,  issued  here  early  this  week.    In  this  report,  he 
includes  a  list  of  the  agencies  taking  part  in  the  program,  and  points  out  ways  to 
strengthen  the  program.    He  suggests  more  technical  help  to  local  communities  in 
assessing  their  resources  and  developing  manufacturing  facilities.    He  indicates 
need  for  more  accurate  information,  nationwide,  on  employment  available  and  job 
needs  in  low- income  rural  areas.    He  advocates  greatly  extended  vocational  educa- 
tion for  nonf arming  employment.    He  sees  a  unique  opportunity  for  health  agencies 
at  all  levels  to  help  in  reviewing  the  problems  of  undeveloped  rural  areas.  He 
says  that  from  the  RDP  surveys  in  pilot  counties,  the  Department  and  cooperating 
agencies  are  putting  together  a  file  of  reports  from  the  grass  roots.    He  expects 
these  reports  to  be  useful  in  many  programs  and  projects  of  Federal  agencies  oper- 
ating in  the  fields  of  economic,  social,  and  educational  development. 

Advisers  Urge  Balanced  Forest  Management 

During  the  next  few  weeks,  USDA's  Forest  Research  Advisory  Committee  will  sub- 
mit its  detailed  recommendations  on  balanced  forest  management.     In  a  preliminary 
evaluation  of  proposed  research,  they  note  the  conflicts  that  often  develop  among 
those  concerned  with  forage  for  big-game,  timber  production,  and  livestock  grazing. 
Among  other  recommendations  they  see  need  for  more  information  on  management  to 
support  game  populations,  compatible  with  other  uses. 
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Chris  Columbus'  Eight  Little  Pigs 

On  his  second  voyage,  Admiral  (of  the  Ocean  Sea)  Christopher  Columbus  brought 
eight  pigs  to  the  New  World,    These  first  pigs  on  this  Hemisphere  multiplied  -  and 
how  J    Quoting  early  Spanish  authorities,  Capt.  Richard  J.  Morrisey  tells  the  story. 
In  the  past  quarterly  journal  of  the  Agricultural  History  Society,  he  also  credits 
Columbus  as  among  the  first  to  understand  the  need  to  grow  food  for  the  colonial 
American  population.    Later  Spanish  governers  followed  the  policies  he  started. 
Las  Casas,  19  at  the  time  of  the  discovery,  says  that  from  those  eight  pigs  were 
multiplied  all  the  pigs  which  in  his  time  had  become  numberless.    Anyway,  from  that 
beginning,  Spanish  hog  growers  in  the  West  Indies  furnished  the  pork  which  made 
possible  the  conquests  of  Mexico  and  Peru.    One  writer  claims  the  hog  was  even  more 
important  than  the  horse  to  those  expeditions.    It  "contributed  to  a  degree  that 
defies  exaggeration."    Another  early  official  in  the  Indies  exclaims:    "In  what 
land  has  it  ever  been  heard  of  or  known  that  in  such  a  short  space  of  time  and  in 
regions  so  far  removed  from  this  Europe  of  ours,  so  much  livestock  and  crops  are 
produced  and  in  such  abundance  as  our  eyes  behold  in  these  Indies,  after  being 
brought  over  hither  here  across  such  broad  expanses  of  sea'" 

New  Compulsory  Poultry  Inspection  Meetings 

Next  Monday  and  Tuesday,  here  at  the  Department,  USDA  holds  the  first  of  a 
series  of  public  meetings,  to  discuss  proposed  regulations  for  compulsory  inspec- 
tion, by  the  U.S.,  of  poultry  and  poultry  products,  moving  interstate  or  in  foreign 
commerce.    Later  this  month  similar  meetings  will  be  held  in  Chicago  Oct.  l^J-  &  15; 
in  Atlanta  Oct.  17  &  18;  in  Minneapolis  Oct.  21  &  22;  and  in  Salt  Lake  City  Oct.  2k 
&  25.    The  Poultry  Products  Inspection  Act  became  a  law  Aug.  28.    Nobody  can  get 
this  inspection  until  the  first  of  next  January.    Nobody  is  required  to  have  it 
before  Jan.  1,  '59. 

To  Test  Turkeys  in  Controlled  Climate 

About  mid-December  our  Beltsville  researchers  expect  to  have  a  new  air-con- 
ditioned, light- controlled  building  ready  to  test  turkeys.    Experiments  in  this 
building  may  supply  the  engineers  with  clues  for  better  designs  for  poultry  and 
livestock  shelters.    The  scientists  already  have  indications  that  the  length  of  day 
affects  the  fertility  of  turkey  gobblers.    The  new  windowless  building  is  equipped 
to  produce  any  climate  and  light  conditions  inside  that  the  specialists  want  to  try 
on  the  turkeys. 

Shift  of  CCC  Grain  to  CWT  Measure  Postponed 

The  proposed  shift  of  '58  grain  operations  of  CCC  from  bushel  to  Cwt,  we  men- 
tioned a  couple  of  weeks  ago,  will  not  take  place  at  the  beginning  of  the  marketing 
year.  After  discussion  at  the  special  meeting  here  last  week,  it  was  decided  it 
would  be  advisable  to  study  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  further  before  under- 
taking the  shift.  ...  As  requested  by  the  National  Advisory  Commission  some  time 
ago,  the  Department  this  week  undertook  a  review  looking  to  the  possible  strength- 
ening and  broadening  of  USDA  help  to  farmer  co-ops  in  research,  education  and  ser- 
vice. ,  .  The  Southern  Regional  Conference  of  Extension  Dairymen  will  be  held  here 
Oct.  l4-l8.  .  .  Farm  Fire  losses  are  too  high  -  $1^5  million  last  year.  Oct.  6-12 
National  Fire  Prevention  Week  is  a  good  time  to  start  a  more  intensive  campaign  to 
cut  down  such  losses,  prevent  the  further  spread  of  fire. 
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New  Sugarcane  Developed  in  Florida 

Speaking  of  Columbus,  yesterday  USDA  scientists  reported  the  latest  develop- 
ment in  sugarcane,  another  important  crop  C.C.  brought  to  America.    Our  plant 
scientists  working  with  the  Florida  Experiment  Station  announced  a  new,  early- 
maturing,  cold- tolerant,  disease-resistant  sugarcane  especially  adapted  to  certain 
muck  soils  in  Florida. 

Second  Annual  Report  on  KDP 

This  week  Secretary  Benson  sent  to  the  President  his  second  annual  report  on 
the  Rural  Development  Program.    Really,  it  marks  the  first  full  year  of  extensive 
Federal-State  cooperation  in  the  program.     It  reveals  that  Florida,  Washington, 
Oregon,  Nevada,  Nebraska,  Montana,  and  Puerto  Rico  have  recently  named  pilot  coun- 
ties to  take  part  in  the  program  this  year.    That  makes  30  States  which  have  now 
started  this  work,    Nearly  100  counties  have  already  "been  designated  or  proposed 
as  pilot  counties,  11  more  than  previously  listed, 

Kadderly  Rides  Again 

Wallace  Kadderly,  who  probably  has  had  mere  to  do  with  promoting  farm  broad- 
casting on  five  continents  than  anyone  else,  just  back  from  2  years  in  Latin 
America,  is  in  town  this  week  visiting  old  friends  and  taking  over  a  temporary 
assignment  as  project  leader  on  the  1957  ICA  Agricultural  Press  and  Radio  Training 
Course.    As  usual,  the  course  is  run  by  USDA's  For.  Agri,  Serv.  under  supervision 
of  Roberta  Clark  of  FAS's  Foreign  Training  Div.     In  the  group  are  seven  Brazilians, 
one  Celonese  and  five  Japanese,  all  in  press,  radio  or  agri.  info,  work  back  home. 
Wallace  and  the  group  will  spend  three  weeks  at  Okla.  State  Univ.  (Stillwater),  a 
week  at  the  Univ.  of  111.,  (Urbana).    They'll  be  in  Chicago  during  the  Int'l.  Live- 
stock Exp.  and  the  agricultural  meetings  held  at  the  same  time,  and  will  have  a  few 
days  in  New  York.    In  between  times  in  groups  of  twos  and  threes  they'll  visit  some 
RFDs,  newspaper  and  farm  mag.  eds.  etc.    They'll  live  in  some  farm  homes,  and 
there'll  be  contacts  with  news  and  agricultural  services  and  firms,  all  in  the 
interests  of  inspiring  more  efficient  agricultural  information  services  in  their 
respective  countries,  which  is  what  they're  here  for.    Some  of  this  group  will  be 
visiting  with  Howard' Langfitt  (WJDX,  Jackson),  Herb  Plambeck,  (WHO,  Des  Moines), 
Chuck  Worcester,  (WMT,  Cedar  Rapids). 

After  this  project  is  finished,  Wallace  plans  to  return  to  his  native  state 
and  his  first  love,  farm  radio.    January  15  he'll  become  farm  director  and  public 
relations  director  at  KUIK,  H'illsboro,  Oregon.    More  about  this  later. 

Spectacular  Progress  in  Ag.  Aviation 

Declaring  dispersing  of  farm  chemicals  by  air  is  still  in  the  pioneering  stage, 
USDA  researches  yesterday  forecast  tremendous  advances  in  the  next  five  years.  They 
reported  aircraft  are  already  treating  the  equivalent  of  one-fifth  of  the  Nation's 
1+10  million  acres  under  cultivation.    They  predicted  new  chemicals,  new  devices  for 
distributing  the  chemicals,  and  special  planes  designed  for  agricultural  purposes. 
Chemicals  used  will  include  fertilizers,  insecticides,  weed  killers,  and  fungicides 
to  be  applied  either  by  aircraft  or  with  improved  ground  equipment.    They  note  that 
spray  blowers,  mist  blowers,  and  fog  blowers  have  replaced  the  older  high-volume, 
high  pressure  sprayers.    They  say  future  farm  planes  will  be  designed  for  slower 
flight,  shorter  take-offs  and  landings,  more  safety,  and  better  visibility  for  the 
pilot.  .  .  .  And  speaking  of  safety,  don't  forget  next  week,  Oct.  6-12  is  National 
Fire  Prevention  Week. 


Wide  Sweeps  with  the  Nets  Oct.  7-12 


TTOn  As.becomes  Columbus  Day,  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  noon  Sat,  Oci.22 
°S  2!  '  present  ^SrArolcan  Youth  Conference  Highlights.    Ken  Anderson, 

of  the  National  Committee  onBoy^and  Girls  work  will  report  from  San  Jose, 
Costa  Rica  International  Dairy  Show  Results  and  k-R  Dairy  Conference  Report. 
Also  Tilt-Up  Construction  for  Farm  Buildings,  with  Prof.  Price  Hobgood,  ag<,eng. 
at  Texas  A&M  and  Dick  Hickerson,  Ext.  radio  ed. 

Claude  Mahoney  *ill  celebrate  Columbus  Day  (off  th@  air)  by  poking  around  in 
Nova  Scotia  for  relics  of  Leif  Ericson's  landing  in  that  area  about  1000  A.D. ' 
Meanwhile,  his  CBS  Farm  News  (9:30  a.me  EDT)  will  be  handled  by  Lee  Coney  and 
will  include  a  report  from  the  Int'l  Dairy  Show  in  Chicago  by  George  Menard 
of  WBBM. 

In  the  Farm  News  and  Featurettes  Sat. Oct.  12,  ABNetwork  expects  to  make  euite 
a  haul  on  insects  that  have  wormed  their  way  into  the  news. 

On  the  Clear  Channel  Stations,  those  U.S.  dressed  chickens  and  that  U.S.  frozen 
food  display  at  the  Cologne  (Germany)  Trade  Fair,  originally  scheduled  for  this 
weekend,  is  now  expected  in  time  for  the  Oct.  12  weekend. 

The  two  USDA  TV  Package  programs,  going  out  Oct.  10,  tell  How  Co-ops  (as  well 
as  coops)  are  Helping  Increase  Efficiency  in  Marketing  Eggs  and  Poultry  and  ' 
Making  Sorghum  Syrup ;  the  new  types  of  sorghum  adapted  to  local  conditions  and 
experiments  in  making  better  syrup  with  them.    Both  stories  told  with  photo 
pictures . 

These  Subjects  on  Your  Blank  Tape 

19Q107    "Safety  from  Fire"  Statement  by  Under  Secretary  True  Morse  for  National 
Fire  Prevention  Week,  Oct.  6-12.  Tinas:  2:19 

1^A107    "Our  Soil's  Future"  Will  it  feed  us?  Ans.  by  Dr.  Charles  E.  Kellogg, 

head  SCS  Soil  Surveys.  Time:..  1:00 

20Q107    "The  Corn-Hog  Situation"  -  An  important  warning  -  Harold  Breimyer, 

head  of  USDA's  livestock  outlook,  tells  what  present  supplies  of  corn 
can  mean  to  pig  crops  and  hog  prices.  Time:  2:02 

15A107    "The  Gypsy  Moth  Battle"  -  as  reported  by  Emery  Burgess,  USDA's  plant 

pest  control  head.  Time:  k;QQ 

As  Confuse^Ug  Say:  -  In  case  you've  been  confused  by  announcements  from  both 
Elton  Tait  and  Don  Nelson  about  getting  tape  recordings  at  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of 
County  Agri.  Agents  upcoming  in  Boston,  here's  the  explanation.    Don  phoned 
to  say  he  is  dealing  in  taped  announcements  and  statements  BEFORE  the  conven- 
tion.   Elton  will  handle  requests  for  tape  recordings  AT  and  DURING  the  con- 
vention.   Elton  of  course,  is  at  Perm.  State.    Don  is  at  the  Univ.  of  Conn. 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


RFD  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


a  Q  -  a 


From 

Radio  oo^  Television  Service 

Office  of  li^piatiftBG4IA(^ep^ment  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


OCT  2-1958 
^tl^pr.  of  agr^s^ 


October  11,  1957 
Letter  No.  790 


The  red  moon  may  have  eclipsed  some  news  this  week,  hut  not  the  corn 
picking  contests.    Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson  did  some  plain  ta^g 
before  the  National  Mechanical  Corn  Picking  Contest,  at  Sioux  Falls,  South 
Dakota,  yesterday.    On  Tuesday  at  Washington,  Iowa,  Walter  Berger,  CSS JHmr 
and  Exec!  v.p.  of  CCC  also  gave  the  Iowa  State  Corn  Picking  Contest  a  warning 
we  can't  go  on  indefinitely  the  way  we  are  going. 

Farm  Program  to  Fit  Ag.  Needs 

The  Secretary  told  the  corn  pickers  the  two  most  immediat ^  needs  in 
agriculture  are  (l)  to  reduce  surpluses  to  manageable  size,  and  (2)  to  expand 
markets.    He  reported  progress  in  both  counts,    glared  «  a«wwajr 
for  the  next  step  forward.    He  said  farm  policy  and  P^^^"8*  'f^;55* 
the  abundance  of  our  output.    They  must  provide  price  support  l^els  £hat  *° 
y  not  interfere  with  efficient  farming.    They  must  move,  in  ^J™1**??*^ 
to  expand  the  market  outlets  for  our  products.    He  stres sed,  however    that  the 
final  decision  as  to  what  our  farm  program  will  be  rests  with  t^e  pecple- 
and  especially  with  farm  families.    In  concluding,  he  again  warne J  of  *£e 
serious  risk  of  over-expansion  in  hog  production  next  year  and  a  sharp  break 
in  prices  to  hog  farmers  next  fall. 

Vital  Farm  Program  Decisions  Ahead 

Reporting  tremendous  quantities  of  surplus  commodities  have  been  acquired 
under  price  supports,  Mr.  Berger  indicated  extreme^  ^J^8' 
no  one  wants  less  effective  programs  for  farmers.    But  he  called  for  realism 
in  appraising  the  past  and  looking  ahead.    We  must  lay  ^  *™ '  - 

soundest-possible  agricultural  progress.    He  said  it  «^e12^L^ft 
programs  have  fallen  short.    In  reaching  agreement  on  *et*f  f*™  f 
he  pointed  out  the  need  for  more  flexibility  in  pricing,  in  control  measures, 
and  in  general  program  planning  and  operation. 

Progress  in  the  Dairy  Industry 

On  Wednesday,  at  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  Dairymens  Leag ue  Co-op 
Ass'n  at  Rochester^N.Y.,  the  Secretary  congratulated  the  Association  and 
discussed  the  progress  made  and  the  profound  changes  taking  place  m  the 
dairy^  industry!    He  pointed  out  that  the  outlook  for  the  dairy  industry  today 
is  brighter  than  for  some  time.    He  cautioned  that  in  the  long  run  the  dairy 
industry,  like  other  agriculture,  must  be  competitive;  P^ce-wise  and ^^Promo- 
tion-wise.   It  must  build  its  prosperity  on  lower  cost  production,  high  quality, 
and  day  in  and  day  out  efforts  to  develop  markets  and  expand  sales. 
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Soil  Bank  Wheat  Signup  Closes 

Today  the  Department  announced  the  total  winter  wheat  "allotment"  land 
put  in  the  '58  Acreage  Reserve  of  the  Soil  Bank  through  last  Sat.,  when  the 
signup  closed.    Preliminary  reports  from  ASC  committees  in  the  36  commercial 
wheat  area  States  show  3.8  million  acres  signed.    Nearly  73  percent  as  many 
agreements  were  signed  as  last  year,  but  the  acreage  covered  is  less  than  36 
percent  as  much  as  a  year  ago.    The  maximum  payments  committed  for  the  '58 
program  amount  to  nearly  39  percent  of  the  '57  figure.    If  the  farmers  taking 
part  comply  with  their  agreements,  they  will  "be  eligible  to  get  nearly  77 
million  dollars.    The  average  acreage  per  contract  this  year  is  only  a  little 
more  than  27  acres,  compared  with  76  acres  a  year  ago. 

Vets  Save  Money  for  Livestock  Men 

In  a  talk  Monday  before  the  33rd  annual  meeting  of  the  New  England 
Veterinary  Medical  Association,  at  Manchester,  Vt.,  ARS  Ass't  Adm'r  Dr.  C.  D. 
Van  Houweling  reported  on  the  fight  to  reduce  animal  diseases.    He  said  that 
in  the  past  ten  years  losses  from  bovine  brucel.losis  have  been  reduced  from 
$92  million  to  $*K)  million.    Complete  eradication  of  bovine  TB  is  within 
touching  distance.    He  emphasized,  however,  that  these  are  not  the  only  worries 
of  livestock  farmers,  and  he  estimated  that  all  told,  losses  from  animal  and 
poultry  diseases  and  parasites  still  amount  to  $2*7  billion  a  year.    After  a 
careful  analysis,  Dr.  Van  Houweling  said,  a  Committee  of  the  Am.  Vet,  Med. 
Ass'n  had  estimated  that  for  every  dollar  a  livestock  owner  spent  for  veterinary 
services  he  received  $5.78  on  his  investment. 

Color  Farm  Show  on  East  Coast 

Our  Ted  Hutchcroft,  R&TV,  observed  some  unique  developments  up  in  Perm, 
last  week.    He  watched  the  Perm  State  -  WFBG-TV  Altoona,  show  which  Perm  State 
produces  on  its  campus,  and  microwaves  to  Altoona  for  broadcast  there.  Penn 
State  puts  on  the  show  Monday  through  Friday,  under  a  formal  contract  with 
WFBG-TV.    County  agents  from  surrounding  counties  take  part  -  -  But  that's  not 
all.    One  day  a  week,  the  program  is  kinescoped  to  be  available  for  other  TV 
stations  throughout  the  state.    The  same  facilities  Penn  State  uses  to  originate 
the  daily  Altoona  program,  she  uses  at  other  times  for  her  closed- circuit  TV 
system  for  teaching.  .  .  .Ted  also  reports  that  last  Saturday  WRCV-TV  started 
its  Sat.  morning  9:30  color  TV  show,  rated  the  first  regularly  scheduled  color 
farm  show  on  the  East  Coast.    Bill  White,  county  agent  at  Philadelphia,  is 
chairman  of  a  six-county  committee  which  put  on  that  show. 

Twelve  Candles  on  FAQ's  Cake 

Next  week,  FAO,  the  7^-nation  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization,  cele- 
brates its  twelfth  birthday.     It  was  started  October  l6,  19^5  -  so  October  l6 
it  is  -  although  the  United  Nations  with  which  it  is  affiliated,  came  along 
eight  days  later.    Just  to  mention  one  of  its  activities  in  the  past  twelve 
years,  FAO  has  taken  leadership  in  control  of  livestock  diseases,  especially 
rinderpest  in  Asia  and  foot-and-mouth  in  other  regions.    With  its  technical 
help,  laboratories  to  make  vaccines  have  been  set  up  by  a  number  of  countries 
in  Africa,  Latin  America,  and  Europe.    They  say  similar  programs  are  under  way 
now,  particularly  in  Asia,  to  control  such  poultry  diseases  as  Newcastle 
disease,  fowl  cholera,  and  fowl  pox.    Of  course,  work  of  that  kind  in  those 
countries  helps  other  countries,  including  our  own.    So  let's  give  FAO  a  hand 
on  Oct.  16  -  and  again  maybe  Oct.  2k  when  UN  celebrates. 


-  3  - 


Rural  Development  Prograia  Meeting 

Under  Secretary  True  Morse^  and  RDP  Cocrdtoa^fcerr  Harry  Reed  and  North 
Carolina  and  Virginia  State  RDP  (Joia^t^eel ,  Extension,  and  other  leaders  will 
hold  a  public  meeting  in  Asheville,  Oct.  23-25  to  discuss  progress  of  the 
program  in  Cumberland  and  Carroll  Counties,  Va. ,  and  Watauga,  Bertie,  and 
Anson  Counties,  N.C.    These  counties  will  report  on  their  plans  for  developing 
industries  and  community-wide  institutions  and  facilities.  .  .  .Next  week  FES 
here  is  holding  a  Southern  Regional  Conference  of  Extension  Dairymen,  Oct.  ik- 
18.    It  will  discuss  the  dairy  outlook,  disease  eradication  in  dairy  herds, 
the  recent  developments  in  the  industry,  and  will  view  the  latest  dairy  research 
at  Beltsville  Research  Center. 

Crops  This  Year  May  Reach  Record 

Yesterday,  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  reported  further  gains  in  U.S.  crop 
production  this  year.    It  estimated  crop  output  this  year  seems  likely  to 
equal  our  previous  record.    It  noted  that  corn  and  soybeans  especially  fared 
well  during  September.    Other  crops  that  now  bulk  larger  include  sorghum 
grain,  hay,  rice,  spring  wheat,  tobacco,  potatoes,  sweet  potatoes,  sugar  beets, 
sugarcane,  commercial  apples  and  cranberries.    Cotton  leads  the  crops  showing 
decreased  prospects.    Peanuts,  flaxseed,  dry  beans,  and  some  fruits  and  nuts 
and  hope  also  show  decreases.    With  maps  comparing  feed  conditions,  the  Board 
clearly  shows  the  outstanding  change  from  scarcity  to  general  plenty  of  forage 
since  a  year  ago  in  central  parts  of  the  country.    Rain  at  the  right  time  helped 
pastures  and  late  hay  growth  and  gave  fall  seedings  a  good  start.    All  this 
bountiful  crop  total  is  coming  from  record  over-all  yields  from  the  smallest 
harvested  acreage  in  nearly  ^0  years. 

Researchers  Stretch  Water  with  Fertilizers 

Yesterday  researchers  of  the  Alabama  Experiment  Station  and  the  USDA-ARS 
announced  results  emphasizing  the  importance  of  fertilizer  on  irrigated  crops. 
They  have  found  a  striking  interaction  of  fertilizer  and  irrigation  water. 
They  report  that  no  single  soil  and  water  management  practice,  by  itself,  will 
insure  high  crop  yields.    They  insist  that  such  practices  --  including 
supplemental  irrigation  —  must  be  integrated  into  the  farming  system  for 
maximum  benefit.    They  caution  that  before  a  farmer  invests  in  supplemental 
irrigation,  he  should  be  willing  and  able  to  use  high  rates  of  fertilizer. 
However,  they  say  fertilization  can  markedly  increase  the  water-use  efficiency 
of  crops. 

Tapes  on  Tilt-Up  Concrete -Farm  Building 

Don  Lerch  made  short  recordings  of  Texas  A  and  M  College  engineers  on 
the  demonstrations  there  yesterday  at  the  short  course  on  tilt-up  concrete 
construction  of  farm  buildings.    R.  B.  Hickerson,  Ext.  Radio  Ed.  tells  us 
this  is  a  new,  simple,  inexpensive  way  to  put  up  farm  buildings.    Also  that  we 
can  get  tapes  on  the  subject  from  Don.  .  .  .(For  release  Tues.  PM,  Oct.  15) 
Pres.  NATRFD  Jack  Timmons,  KWKH,  Shreveport,  will  be  presented  with  the 
Honorary  American  Farmer  Degree  of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America  at  the  FFA 
convention  in  Kansas  City  Oct.  15.    This  degree  is  presented  each  year  to 

BgB  who  have  performed,  outstanding  service  for  FFA  Frank  Atwood, 

WTIC,  Hartford,  Conn.,  last  Sat*  opened  up  for  the  first  time  on  TV,  featuring 
fairs  this  week*    Frank  says  he  nQtfstoovsv^J*42l£re  is  to  know  about  TV. 
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People  to  People,  at  al  on  Tape 

21Q107    "The  Fire  Ant  Battle"  a  stinging  reply  to  this  pest.    Lev  Curl,  Ass't 

Dir.  in  charge  of  plant  pest  control,  USDA,  tells  how  farmers  can  help. 

TIME:  l:k5 

22Q107    "The  Outlook  for  Hogs"  -  Under  Secretary  True  Morse  comments  on  the 

situation  and  tells  how  farmers  can  help  prevent  hog  prices  dropping 
next  year.  TIME:  1:25 

23Q107    "U.S.  Products  in  Germany"  -  Milan  Smith,  Exec.  Ass't  to  Sec'y,  reports 
from  the  AMJGA  Trade  Fair  in  Germany.    He  tells  how  U.S.  exhibits  at 
Fair  are  helping  expand  U.S.  markets.  TIME:  1:55 

I6AIO7    "People  to  People"  President  Eisenhower  has  initiated  a  program  by  this 
name  to  help  people  of  different  countries  get  "better  acquainted. 
Layne  Beaty  chats  with  Alan  Kline,  former  pres.  Am. Farm  Bureau  Fed., 
about  the  rural  part  of  this  program,  and  how  it  is  being  carried  out. 

TIME:  ll-:27 

Look  to  your  Nets  -  October  :&-19 

On  the  National  Farm  and  Heme  Hour,  on  NBC,  Saturday  noon,  Oct.  19, 
you  can  catch:    "National  FFA  Convention  Highlights  and  preview  of  American 
Royal  Livestock  Show"  Also  report  from  "Beef  Cattle  Conference",  California 
Polytechnic  Institute,  San  Luis  Obispo. 

On  the  Clear  Channel  Stations,  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Frank  Blood,  AMS 
will  tell  about  "Grades  and  Standards  of  Farm  Products"  -  Oct.  19  weekend. 

On  the  ABNetwork,  Saturday,  Oct.  19,  "American  Farm  News  "and  Featurettes." 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Lee  Coney  &  FFA  Conv.  Feature  by  Geo.  Stephens,  KCMO, 
Kansas  City.    Sat.  9:30-9:^5. 

In  the  USDA  TV  Package  of  18  Photos  on  "Kaindrops  and  Soil  Erosion" 
with  Bob  Branstead,  SCS,  for  mailing  Oct.  17 . 

Of  Mikes  and  Men  - 


Bill  Drips,  KOIN-TV,  Portland,  writes  from  his  Mount  Hood  home  at  Welches 
Oreg.,  that  his  new  store  teeth  have  been  installed  in  time  for  him  to  bite 
off  a  new  time  —  11-11:30  a.m.    He  says  the  new  time  will  be  easier  on  him,  his 
show  guests,  and  probably  viewers  too,  than  the  old  8  a.m.  slot.    To  bring 
the  younger  generation  up  to  date,  Bill  for  many  years  was  NBC's  Dir.  of  Agri. 

operating  from  Chicago  Don  Nelson,  U.  of  Conn,  reports  that  near  the 

end  of  his  " Conneotiout  Farm  Forum"  on  WTIC,  Hartford,  Sat.  noon  he  now  has  a 
"County  Bulletin  Board"  which  lists  major  events  taking  place  during  the  follow- 
ing week.    Says  it  seems  to  be  boosting  attendance  at  meetings.  .  .  .  .Resi- 
dents of  the  north  country  are  being  forwarned  -  Maynard  Speece,  WCCO,  Minne- 
apolis, is  going  deer  hunting  week  of  Nov.  9*  •  •  •  .Congratulations  to  Welt on 
August  (Doe)  Ruhmann,  WBAP,  Fort  Worth!    The  ^oard.  of  Directors  of  the  Vocation- 
al Agriculture  Teachers  Ass'n  of  Texas  has  selected  him  to  receive  the  Associa- 
tion's distinguished  Service  Award  for  "Outstanding  Service  in  vocational  agri- 
culture for  Texas."  ....  .Bob  Simmons, recently  of  WMT,  Cedar  Rapids,  farm 
dept.  moved  this  week  to  news  staff  of  WTIC-TV,  Hartford.  An  Iowa  native,  Bob 
once  was  Ext.  Radio  Spec,  at  Univ.  of  Mass. 

MncereO^  / 

v—/ 1    Layne  Beaty,  Chief 

Radio  &  Telerision  Service 
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Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


October  18,  1957 
Letter  No.  791 


We  are  now  on  the  eve  of  another  snow  survey  season.    Between  now  and 
next  spring,  local,  State  and  Federal  interests,  government  and  private,  will 
measure  the  water  in  the  snow  in  the  western  mountains.    By  next  April  and 
May,  farmers  and  other  water  users  will  have  those  measurements  to  guide  them 
in  planning  for  '58.    So  far,  water  prospects  look  good.    This  week  Adm'r  Don 
Williams  released  SCS's  17-State  fall  water  report  showing  better  reservoir 
storage  in  the  irrigated  West.    Even  though  of  a  preliminary  nature,  the 
favorable  outlook  from  a  good  snow  year  and  wet  mountain  soils  is  gratifying. 
As  Adm'r  Williams  says,  increasing  demands  on  our  water  supplies;  for  farming, 
power,  industry,  towns  and  cities;  multiply  the  significance  of  such  reports. 

New  County  Agents  Pioneer  in  Marketing 

In  his  talk  before  the  National  Association  of  County  Agricultural 
Agents  meeting  in  Boston  this  week,  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson 
congratulated  those  Extension  people  on  the  way  they  are  meeting  new  problems. 
He  noted  that  county  agents  are  spending  more  time  helping  farmers  and  market- 
ing firms  adopt  new  methods  of  marketing,  coming  from  USDA  research.  He 
pointed  out  that  we  now  have  a  new  type  of  county  agricultural  agent  —a 
specialized  agent  in  marketing.    These  marketing  agents  serve  distribution 
areas,  often  made  up  of  more  than  one  county.    Such  marketing  agents  are  now 
on  staffs  in  about  one-fourth  of  the  States.    These  men  are  providing  the 
farmers  and  the  marketing  firms  the  kind  of  help  in  marketing  that  county 
agents  have  long  provided  in  farm  production.  .  .  .Strikes  us,  some  of  these 
marketing  agents  might  prove  a  'natural'  for  Farm-City  Week  programs  around 
Thanksgiving. 

Ag.  Trade  Regulation  Basic  Abroad 

U.S.  exporters  may  expect  to  continue  to  meet  widespread  regulation  of 
agriculture  and  agricultural  trade  by  foreign  governments.    FAS  has  just 
iSBued  its  Handbook  No.  132  on  "Agricultural  Policies  of  Foreign  Governments. 
In  it  USDA's  foreign  specialists  report  government  intervention  in  agriculture 
remains  strong  in  most  countries.    Broadly  speaking,  in  the  higher  income 
industrialized  countries  such  as  those  of  Western  Europe,  further  expansion 
of  output  is  only  a  secondary  goal.    They  aim  mainly  at  raising  the  relatively 
low  income  of  their  farm  population.    They  often  cite  keeping  up  food 
production  for  national  security  and  support  of  small  farmers  in  the  interest 
of  social  stability.    In  the  undeveloped  countries  of  the  Free  World,  the 
stress  is  chiefly  on  more  farm  production:    (l)  to  get  a  better  diet  for 
their  people,  (2)  to  provide  raw  materials  for  their  growing  industries,  and 
(3)  to  export  more  farm  products  to  pay  for  goods  they  need  from  other 
countries. 
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Science  Serves  West  Europe  Farms 

In  England  and  Wales,  Denmark  and  Sweden  fully  80  percent  of  all  cows  are 
being  milked  "by  machine.    Especially  since  the  end  of  World  War  II,  West 
European  farmers  have  become  increasingly  progress -minded.    Tractors  are  10 
times  as  numerous  as  before  the  war.    The  use  of  fertilizer  has  increased 
almost  80  percent.    Total  farm  production  in  West  Europe  now  stands  about 
one-fourth  above  prewar.    Total  output  has  increased  2-g-  percent  a  year,  labor 
productivity  by  k  percent  per  year,  since  1950.    These  and  other  technological 
developments  are  discussed  in  USDA's  Foreign  Agriculture  Report  No.  102, 
"Expansion  of  Agricultural  Production  in  West  Europe." 

Karin  Gives  Fencing  Lessons 

Karin  Kristiansson  (Ext.  TV. ,  Vermont)  whose  "Across  the  Fence"  on  WCAX-TV, 
Burlington,  is  a  daily  noontime  regular  for  most  of  the  Green  Mountain  rural 
folks,  has  been  holding  some  TV  schools  for  h-E  Club  agents,  and  now  will 
repeat  for  vo.  ag.  teachers  --  all  at  their  respective  requests.    Some  quotes 
from  Karin:    Vague  ideas  make  vague  programs.    Be  practical.    Be  down  to 
earth.    Get  a  picture  of  the  show  in  your  mind.    Plan  your  program  with  a 
time  cushion  at  the  end  —  a  summary ,  recap  or  final  advice.    This  will  make 
the  program  more  flexible.    But  start  it  off  with  a  BANG.1  J    It's  during  the 
first  30  seconds  that  the  viewer  decides  whether  to  stay  with  you  or  not. 
And  there  are  other  channels.    Look  at  the  camera  (if  it  comes  naturally) 
don't  (ostentatiously)  avoid  it.    Every  minute  you  spend  in  planning  and 
rehearsing  will  pay  dividends  on  the  TV  screen,    (it'll  be  less  taxing,  too, 
we  might  add).    The  parenthetical  bits  are  ours. 

"What's  Happening  to  Farm  Radio?" 

Bob  Nance,  WMT,  Cedar  Rapids,  la.,  is  wondering.    He  thinks  that's 
something  we  all  ought  to  be  talking  about  when  we  get  together.    He  complains 
some  of  the  smaller  farm  departments  are  being  sliced  off  under  this  pendulum 
swing  all  the  way  to  music  and  news.    He  says  the  larger  farm  stations  don't 
seem  to  be  suffering,  but  rather  the  smaller  stations.    As  he  points  out, 
however,  those  smaller  departments  make  up  the  bulk  of  our  good  local  farm 
coverage  -  -  At  least  one  panel  discussion  "The  Role  of  the  Radio  Farm 
Director  in  an  Era  of  News  and  Music"  is  planned  for  the  NATRFD  convention  in 
Chicago,  Nov.  29-Dec.  1.    Bob  is  the  corn  pickingest  boy  we've  heard  from 
recently.    During  the  harvesting  contests,  he  had  two  television  shows  a  day 
and  a  half  hour  of  radio  daily  plus  the  corn  picking.    Next  year  the 
national  contest  is  coming  back  to  Cedar  Rapids  where  it  started  eight  or 
nine  years  ago.    So  this  was  just  Bob's  warm-up  for  next  year.  .  .  .D.  R. 
(Don)  Ruckle,  who  is  directing  feed  nutrition  on  WINR,  Binghamton,  N.Y. , 
reports  that  station  will  also  have  a  television  outlet  in  the  next  two  or 
three  weeks.    Glad  to  hear  from  you  after  the  long  silence,  Don. 

Guides  Issued  cn  Spring  Crop  Potatoes 

Monday  the  Department  issued  its  annual  acreage-market-guides  for  spring 
crop  potato  growers.    These  guides,  issued  seasonally  before  planting  time, 
are  purely  voluntary.    They  aim  to  help  potato  growers  plan  production. 
The  recommendations  are  that  growers  in  the  11  late  spring  crop  States  plant 
l6l,600  acres  in  '58  compared  with  17^,900  acres  this  year.    Cal.  and  Ariz, 
growers  are  urged  to  cut  late  spring  acreage  15  percent  and  North  Carolina 
growers,  9  percent.    Growers  in  Florida,  who  produce  practically  all  of  the 
early  spring  crop  potatoes  are  recommended  to  cut  plantings  next  year  to 
have  15  percent  fewer  acres  in  than  they  had  this  year.    The  idea  of  these 
guides  is  to  indicate  to  growers  how  they  can  trim  acreages  so  resultant 
production  in  '58  will  be  in  ablence  with  market  needs. 
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Ten-Year  Dairy  Cattle  Research  Begins 

This  week  USDA  announced  the  beginning  of  a  ten-year  co-op  federal-State 
research  program  on  roughage-fed  dairy  cattle  in  Tennessee.    The  scientists 
say  economy  in  mil*  production  largely  depends  upon  the  quantity  of  Mlk 
produced  by  each  cow.    Where  there  is  plenty  of  opportunity  for  Pasture  and 
xorage-crop  production,  they  aim  to  find  out  whether  they  can  ^lo*  ^y 
cowfto  produce  efficiently  as  nearly  as  possible  °VTS%  ST 
they  hope  to  develop  better  bulls  and  breeding  methods  for  ^^J^f 
production  of  dairy  cattle  under  conditions  of  maximum  graz ing  and  ^rage 
use.    They  plan  to  establish  strains  of  dairy  cattle  for  breeding  stock  for 
high  milk  production  in  the  south.    First,  they  will  start  with  one  breed, 
and  determine  whether  differing  ability  to  convert  roughage  into  milk  is 
inherited.  .  .  .Another  report  this  week  is  of  a  recent  study  of  four 
Alabama  counties  which  gives  livestock  farmers  of  the  Southeast  their  first 
clear  guide  to  the  actual  costs  of  making  silage. 
Sec'y  Reviews  Ag.  Situation  Improvements 

At  the  Harvest  Day  Festival,  at  Nashville,  N.C.,  Monday,  Secretary 
Benson  outlined  the  goals  of  real  improvements  in  the  farm  economy.    He  also 
reviewed  the  encouraging  improvements  so  far.    He  reported  farm  income  is 
increasing  for  the  second  consecutive  year  since  'Vf.    Farm  assets  and  farm 
ownership  is  at  a  record  high.    The  value  of  all  farm  assets  increased  8.6 
billion  dollars  during  the  past  year.    Exports  of  farm  commodities  are  at  an 
all-time  high  in  both  quantity  and  value,  and  surplus  holdings  of  CCC 
have  been  reduced  about  one-sixth  during  the  past  16  months.  Ninety-six 
percent  of  our  farms  and  ranches  are  family  operations,  about  the  same  as 
30  years  ago.    Participation  of  farmers  in  soil  conservation  programs  has 
increased  37  percent  in  the  past  four  years  and  the  Soil  Bank  is  doing  an 
effective  job  of  reducing  surpluses  and  supplementing  farm  income.    The  Rural 
Development  Program  is  underway  in  30  States.    Prices  received  by  farmers 
are  four  percent  above  a  year  ago.    The  Sec'y  declared  the  future  of  agriculture 
is  bright  -  as  bright  as  we  are  determined  to  make  it. 

"In  Case  of  Emergency" 

Next  Monday  afternoon  USDA  will  have  a  release  reporting  on  the  first 
three  years  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration's  soil  and  water  conservation 

loan  urogram  This  afternoon  the  Department  announced  State  acreage 

allotments  for  '58  upland  cotton  crops  and  also  the  State  allotments  on 
crop  extra  long  staple  cotton.  .  .  .Have  you  been  following    In  Case  of 
Emergency"  in  USDA's  "Agricultural  Research"?    The  story  ends  with  the  Oct. 
issue  just  out.    The  emergencies  they  are  talking  about  range  from  outbreaks 
of  foreign  diseases  and  pests  of  livestock  and  crops,  radioactive  fallout, 

ana  biological  warfare  defense  This  same  issue  also  tells  about 

the  research  on  how  long  and  how  cold  frozen  foods  should  be  kept  for  best 
quality    .  .  .It  notes  too  the  release  of  the  newest  and  best  perfect-flowered 
muscadine  grape  yet  introduced  -  called  Dearing  -  for  use  in  the  South. 

.This  is  a  distinctly  'off -color'  reference.    We  reported  last  week 
that' Co.  Agt.  Bill  White  was  starting  his  farm  show  on  WRCV-TV  in  color. 
Now  Bill  reports  the  show  will  not  be  in  color  after  all.    WRCV-TV  has  an 
arrangement  with  the  USDA  Research  and  Use  Lab,  for  a  15-minute  program 
every  other  Saturday  on  the  Farm,  Home ,  and  Garden  program.    The  first  of 
the  series  went  off  fine. 
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Light  on  the  Nets  Week  of  Oct.  21-26 

NBC  will  feature,  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  Sat.  Oct.  26,  the 
"Agricultural  Activities  of  the  Dayton  (Ohio)  Pover  and  Light  Company". 

The  Clear  Channel  Stations  will  have,  during  Oct.  26  weekend,  a 
discussion  on  the  hog  situation.    Harold  Breimyer,  AMS,  will  explain  to 
Hollis  Seavey  "Why  Hog  Farmers  Face  a  Serious  Decision." 

The  ABNetwork  promises  some  important  "American  Farm  News  and 
Featurettes"  on  Sat.  Oct.  26,  during  the  noon  hour. 

Sat.  a.m.  9:30  to  9:^5  CBS  will  have  the  "CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude 
Mahoney" . 

USDA  TV  Package  Programs  next  week  will  feature  "Less  Labor  with  Layers" 
with  "built-in  convenient  arrangements  and  work- savers  shown  in  11  still 
pictures.    Also  "More  Conservation  Reporting"produced  in  cooperation  with 
Ken  Gapen,  ACP,  and  told  in  13  pictures. 

Our  Tape  Library  for  Your  Use 

2ij-Q107  Water  Supply  in  the  West.  .  .Hal  Jenkins,  SCS,  comments  on  the 

encouraging  prospects  for  next  season's  water  supply  in  the  Western 
States.    TIME  2  min.  10  sec. 

25Q107  Christmas  Tree  Grades.  .  .  .Jack  Towers  chats  with  Lance  Hooks,  AMS, 

about  the  new  grades  of  Christmas  trees  which  go  into  effect  this  year. 
TIME    2  min.  27  sec. 

26Q107  Rural  Development  Report  .  .  .Secretary  Benson  comments  on  the  Rural 
Development  Program  and  tells  about  the  annual  report  which  was 
recently  sent  to  President  Eisenhower.    TIME    2  min.  33  sec. 

17A107  The  Wonder  of  Wool.  .  .Janet  Christensen  and  Layne  Beaty  talk  about 
the  virtues  of  wool  as  fiber  and  its  many  forms  and  uses  in  clothing. 
TIME    h  min. 

RDP  Regional  Conference  at  Asheville 

Next  week,  Oct.  23-25  the  Va.-N.C.  Regional  Conference  on  the  Rural 
Development  Program  meets  at  Asheville,  N.C.    Ten  work  groups  are  prepared 
to  tackle  various  phases  of  the  plan.    Some  of  the  phases:    how  to  plan, 
conduct,  and  use  surveys  in  pilot  counties;  ways  to  determine  credit  needs 
and  how  to  meet  those  needs;  prospects  of  enlarging  markets  for  farm  products 
and  improving  marketing  practices  and  facilities;  how  to  meet  vocational 
training  needs;  homemaking  problems  of  low  income  families;  ways  of  helping 
local  people  determine  the  need  for  community  services  and  how  to  get  them; 
determining  agricultural  potential;  how  to  develop  more  industry;  RDP  county 
committee  procedures;  and  possible  contributions  of  public  agencies.  Under 
Secretary  True  Morse  will  address  the  conferences  on  "Rural  Development  in 
Action"  and  indicate  how  industrial  dispersal  under  RDP  fits  in  with  national 
defense  aims. 


Sincerely, 


Labile  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  &  Television  Service 


RFD  LETTER 


TO 


JUN5-1958 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


a  a  y  — 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


October  25,  1957 
Letter  No.  792 


As  you've  heard,  U.S.  exports  were  very  much  in  the  picture  around  here 
this  week.    Secretary  Benson  took  off  for  Tokyo  -  on  a  flying  'round-the- 
world  trip  to  check  on  our  export  programs.    Nearly  all  11  countries  he  and 
his  staff  of  marketing  specialists  will  visit  have  had  farm  products  under 
those  programs.    They'll  consult  with  importers  and  processors  in  each 
country  to  find  out  what  more  we  can  do  to  expand  our  markets. 

Big  Corn  Deal  with  Mexico 

Wednesday,  Ass't  Sec'y  of  Agriculture  (for  Marketing  and  Foreign 
Agriculture)  Don  Paarlberg  announced  the  signing  of  an  agreement  with  Mexico 
for  the  sale  of  a  half  million  tons  of  yellow  corn  worth  over  $28  million. 
This  "big  sale  comes  at  a  time  when  U.S.  stocks  of  corn  are  at  record  levels. 
Sec'y  Paarlberg  says  the  deal  will  help  "both  Mexico  and  the  U.S.    It  will 
substantially  help  reduce  our  accumulated  surpluses,  and  help  Mexico  meet  her 
deficit  of  corn  due  to  a  short  crop  this  year.    Pay  will  "be  in  pesos  -  nearly 
half  to  "be  loaned  "back  to  Mexico. 

Farm  and  City  Partners  in  Progress 

Under  Secretary  True  Morse,  in  a  talk  here  at  the  Washington  Club 
yesterday,  kicked  off  on  Farm-City  Week  by  showing  a  couple  of  forestry  films, 
and  pointing  out  what  our  forests  mean  to  city  folks.    He  said  our  farms  and 
forests  are  the  source  of  most  of  our  food,  clothing,  and  shelter.    Over  half 
of  all  raw  materials  used  each  year  comes  from  agriculture.    Sec'y  Morse 
reminded  his  audience  that  all  people  are  consumers  of  farm  products.  Agri- 
culture is  a  $12-  to  $13-billion  customer  of  industry  and  labor  each  year  - 
not  counting  the  billions  farm  people  spend  for  consumer  goods.    Out  of  every 
dollar  Americans  spent  for  food  in  May  of  this  year,  the  people  who  bought, 
handled,  sold,  processed,  and  packaged  it,  to  meet  the  wants  of  consumers, 
got  6l  percent  while  farmers  got  39  cents  for  their  part.    So,  as  the  Under 
Sec'y  said,  all  people  have  a  vital  stake  in  farm  programs.  .  .  .Farm-City 
Week,  you  remember,  is  November  22-28. 

Objective  of  Rural  Development  Program 

As  stated  at  the  regional  RDP  conference  of  Va.  and  N.C.,  at  Asheville,' 
this  week,  by  Dr.  Harry  Peed,  coordinator  of  the  program,  the  goal  is  a  well- 
informed  rural  population,  technically  competent,  enjoying  its  fair  share  of 
the  national  income,  and  which  is  well  adjusted  socially  and  culturally  - 
capable  of  living  well  and  graciously.     He  told  the  conference  it  is  important 
to  select  goals  and  objectives  that  the  people  can  do  something  about.  He 
estimated  that  progress  will  be  slow  -  painfully  slow  at  times  -  but  he 
indicated  a  tremendous  backlog  of  interest  and  activity  that  can  ultimately 
be  incorporated  into  a  national  effort  to  make  the  best  use  of  what  we  have. 
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Network  TV  Farm  Show  in  Britain 

We  can't  pick  up  the  signal  on  our  receiver,  but  positive  proof  that  the 
BBC's  new  weekly  farm  television  series  is  under  way  arrived  this  week  in  the 
form  of  a  handsome  brochure  and  also,  coinci dentally,  a  visit  by  Ivor  Mi skin 
(the  name's  strictly  British,  he  insists)  a  sometime  broadcaster  on  BBC's  radio 
farm  shows,  and  friend  of  the  BBC  farm  staff. 

If  the  BBC's  farm  television  program  producer,  Hilary  Phillips,  weren't 
suffering  vicarious  growing  pains  with  his  new  TV  offspring  we'd  say  it 
couldn't  last,  but  since  he  is,  the  situation  would  seem  normal.    So  we  salute 
Hilary  and  BBC  agri.  liaison  officer,  Harry  Hunt,  and  Deputy  Dir.  Gen.  John 
Green  and  all  the  rest  on  a  fine  start.    Don't  forget,  boys,  we'd  like  to  see 
a  kinescope  pretty  soon. 

The  program  seems  to  have  all  manner  of  official  blessing.    The  l6-page 
brochure  starts  with  welcomes  by,  and  pictures  of,  the  British  Minister  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  the  Sec'y  of  State  for  Scotland,  the  Northern 
Ireland  Minister  of  Agri.,  farm  organization  leaders  of  England,  Scotland, 
Northern  Ireland  and  Wales. 

The  TV  program,  "Farming",  which  reaches  all  parts  of  the  U.K.,  is 
for  farmers  (Thurs.  12:30-1  p.m.)  and  Hilary  plans  that  farmers  will 
participate.    The  format  starts  with  highlights  of  the  week,  filjn  illustra- 
tions and  special  reports,  interviews  with  farming  personalities,  a  demonstra- 
tion (sheep- shearing,  maybe),  and  a  live  pick-up  (actuality)  from  various 
parts  of  the  U.K.    The  show  is  followed  immediately  by  a  five-minute  televised 
weather  report  in  cooperation  with  the  Meteorological  Office. 

New  Record  Milk  Output  Forecast  for  '58 

In  its  '58  Outlook  issue  on  the  U.S.  Dairy  Situation,  AMS  this  week 
predicted  milk  production  on  farms  is  likely  to  show  an  increase,  rising 
above  the  previous  record  for  the  sixth  year  in  a  row.    The  AMS  specialists 
figure  average  costs,  including  feed,  may  not  change  much.    So  net  returns 
to  dairy  farmers  could  increase  in  '58.    They  report  the  number  of  farms 
keeping  milk  cows  in  the  U.S.  is  shrinking  h  to  5  percent  a  year.    But  the 
average  number  of  milk  cows  kept  per  farm  is  getting  larger.    Net  result  is 
less  than  1  percent  fewer  milk  cows.    That  change  is  more  than  offset  by 
bigger  production  per  cow.    The  specialists  say  barring  widespread  adverse 
feed  and  pasture  growing  conditions,  we'll  have  another  new  record  total 
milk  output  next  year. 

Global  Outlook  Conference  on  Agriculture 

Nov.  2  to  23,  the  7^  member  nation  FAO,  in  its  9th  session  conference 
at  Rome,  will  study  the  world  agricultural  situation  and  outlook.    Dir.  Gen. 
Sen  of  India  will  report  on  the  world  food  and  agriculture  situation.  Food 
reserves,  distribution  of  surpluses,  and  other  commodity  problems  will  be 
examined  in  detail.    FAO's  technical  assistance  operations;  peaceful  uses  of 
atomic  energy  in  agriculture;  and  the  long  range  needs  for  world  farm, 
fishery,  and  forest  resources  will  also  be  discussed.    USDA  Sec'y  Benson, 
now  on  his  globe- circling  trade  tour,  will  hop  from  Athens,  Greece,  to  Rcpme 
to  address  the  Conference  on  Nov.  7 • 

Potato  Guides  Tape  for  Potato  RFDs  -  Going  forward  to  RFDs  in  potato  regiorps 
is  a  tape  explaining  the  potato  guides  for  potato  growers  in  Kern  County, 
Cal. ,  Arizona,  Florida  and  North  Carolina.    We're  just  dubbing  this  now, 
will  get  it  out  early  next  week.    These  are  guides  for  the  spring  crop 
potatoes  1958. 
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"Agricultural  Marketing"  Looks  to  Holidays 

The  forthcoming  November  issue  of  USDA's  "Agricultural  Marketing"  con- 
tains articles  on  "UoS.  Grades  for  Christmas  Trees"  and  "Retail  Marketing  Costs 
for  Turkeys."    In  it,  AMS  marketing  specialists  see  the  new  compulsory  poultry 
inspection  law  as  an  aid  to  industry  and  conclude  from  export  studies  that 
American  citrus  can  compete  in  Europe.    They  announce  a  soon-to-be-released 
research  report  on  "Freezing  Points  of  Fruits,  Vegetables  and  Florist  Stocks" 
which  they  figure  will  serve  as  a  valuable  guide  for  handlers  of  those  items. 
They  report  gains  to  tree  nut  producers  from  marketing  agreement  and  order 
programs,  and  the  wage  bill  in  retailing  meat  in  San  Francisco,  Chicago, 
Atlanta,  and  Columbia,  S.C.    They  point  out  that  it  pays  to  know  the  price  of 
tobacco  on  auction  markets.    They  review  this  year's  farm  production.  They 
tell  the  results  of  tests  which  show  the  fresh  quality  of  highly  perishable 
fruits  and  vegetables  can  be  maintained  by  operating  fans  in  refrigerated  or 
heated  cars  while  standing  in  rail  yards  or  on  sidings.    Their  research 
engineers  describe  two  new  mechanical  devices  to  decrease  the  distance  potatoes 
drop  when  moving  from  one  conveyor  to  another.    They  call  attention  to  a  new 
USDA  handbook  to  provide  the  milling  industry  with  information  on  the  control 
of  insects  in  flour  mills. 

Plant  Quarantine  Airport  Inspection  Speedup 

Yesterday  the  Department  announced  a  new  plant  quarantine  inspection 
station  has  opened  at  the  New  York  International  Airport  at  Idlewild.    It  will 
make  possible  treatment  and  inspection  to  clear  plant  imports  arriving  by 
air  cargo  and  passenger's  baggage  in  as  little  as  three  hours.    Plant  materials 
carrying  pests  and  diseases  are  treated  by  fumigation,  hot  water,  or  by  a 
variety  of  chemical  treatments.    The  new  station  is  equipped  for  vacuum  or 
atmosphere  fumigation,  sterilizing  soils,  and  a  tank  for  applying  hot  water 
treatments,  electric  oven  for  dry-heat  treatments.    Previously,  plants  were 
taken  from  Idlewild  to  Hoboken,  and  quarantine  inspection  often  took  three 
days  and  added  risk  of  pests  escaping  on  the  trip.    The  new  station  speeds 
the  time  and  lowers  the  risk.    It  is  part  of  the  constant  vigilance  of  USDA 
to  protect  farmers  and  others  in  this  country  from  the  introduction  of  diseases 
and  pests  from  abroad  -  a  danger  vastly  increased  by  air  travel. 

Next  Year's  Outlook  for  Fruits 

USDA's  Outlook  and  Situation  Board  this  week  issued  its  annual  forecast 
for  fruits  in  the  year  ahead.     In  the  marketing  season  just  ahead,  the  Board 
expects  a  world  demand  for  fruit  equal  or  a  little  better  than  during  the 
past  year.    It  figures  that  if  growing  conditions  are  average,  the  '58  crop 
of  deciduous  fruit  may  turn  out  a  little  larger  than  the  '57  crop.  Citrus 
fruits  seem  likely  to  have  about  the  same  output  in  '58-' 59  as  in  prospect 
for  '57- '58.    In  the  past  20  years,  production  of  all  fruits  combined  has 
increased  about  one-third.    Practically,  all  the  increase  was  in  citrus,  the 
production  of  which  doubled.     In  use,  fresh  fruit  has  tended  to  go  down  a 
little,  and  processed  fruits  to  go  up.    The  Board  says  over  the  next  few  years 
fresh  use  may  decline  further,  while  canning  and  freezing  will  probably 
increase  further.    Among  canned  fruits,  increases  have  been  especially  heavy 
in  apple- sauce,  cranberry  sauce,  peaches  and  pears.    Use  of  these  products 
can  be  expected  to  continue  heavy.    The  Board  expects  production  of  tree  nuts 
to  run  larger  than  the  near-average  crop  this  year.    With  prospects  for  con- 
tinued high  consumer  income  in  '58,  it  estimates  consumer  demand  for  fruit  will 
probably  stay  fairly  stable. 
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"American  Farmer"  Back  on  Old  Time 

ABNetvork  is  putting  the  American  Farmer  back  on  at  12:30  to  1:00  p.m. 
Sat.  Nov.  2.    The  new  time  is  the  old  time.    The  program  will  feature:  "The 
Story  of  the  Hog  Situation"  with  Harold  Breimyer,  AMS;  special  feature  from 
the  University  of  New  Mexico;  and  Cy  Briggs  with  some  suggestions  on  "What  to 
do  with  Fall  Leaves . "  "American  Farm  News"  Sats.  11:10-11:20  cancelled. 

On  NBC  in  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  Sat.  Nov.  2,  12  to  12:30  p.m. 
Our  Agricultural  Attaches  in  Europe  Report  on  Farm  Conditions  there,  From 
jfosgg  \  Conference  and  the "Highlights  of  the  annual  convention  of  the  National 
Milk  Producers  Federation"from  Cincinnati. 

The  Clear  Channel  Stations  will  present  during  the  Sat.  Nov.  2  weekend 
"Dean  Harry  Heed  Looks  at  Rural  Development"  with  Layne  Beaty. 

On  Sat.  Nov*  2,  9:30  to  9:^5  a,m.  "CBS  Farm  News "with  Claude  Mahoney. 

Beltsville  Newsreel  #11  is  the  TV  package  program  going  out  Oct.  31. 
It  shows  the  researchers'  new  Scorch  Resistant  Cloth;  Foaming  Plastic;  Testing 
New  Paint;  and  Use  of  Sling- shot  for  Testing  Cottonseed.    A  second  TV  Package 
will  tell  the  story  of  how  "USDA  Aids  Poultry  and  Egg  Producers"  in  7  still 
pictures. 

Tapes  on  Tilt-up  Concrete  Building 

Two  weeks  ago  we  reported  that  Don  Lerch  would  make  tapes  available 
about  the  tilt-up  concrete  construction  of  farm  buildings.    Don  tells  us 
these  tapes  -  supplied  by  the  Portland  Cement  Ass'n  -  will  be  ready  in  10  or 
15  days.    You  can  write  directly  to  Don  for  copies.     Jack  Timmons  (KWKH 
Shreveport)  did  the  interviews  for  these  tapes. 

Our  Own  Tapes  also  For  Your  Use 

18A107       "Credit  Source  for  Farmers"  in  which  Kermit  Hansen,  Adm'r  of  the 

Farmers  Home  Admin. ,  tells  about  the  functions  of  that  agency.    2  min. 

27Q107       "Screwworm  Campaign"  .  .  W.  G.  Bruce  of  ARS  tells  about  the  eradica- 
tion campaign  planned  against  the  screwworm  in  Florida.    2  min. 10  sec. 

28Q107       "Big  Corn  Sale  to  Mexico"  .  .  Nearly  28  million  dollars  worth  of  corn 
was  sold  to  Mexico  under  Public  Law  hQO.    This  is  the  biggest  corn 
sale  so  far.    Ass't  Sec'y  of  Agriculture  Don  Paarlberg  explains  its 
significance  in  50  sec. 

29Q107      "More  Pigs  Next  Year"     .  .  .Harold  Breimyer  of  AMS  talks  with  Jack 

Towers,  R&TV  about  the  hog  situation.  k  min.  20  sec. 

TV-Bonus  Package  being  mailed  to  you  on  the  Cologne  Trade  Fair.    Made  in  Germany, 
by  Germans ,  with  Deutschmarks,  under  PL  ^80  funds,  that  is.    Sorry  about  delay. 
They  were  ready  days  ago  but  lost  their  way  temporarily  on  the  banks  of  the 
Rhine . 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  &nd  Television  Service 


